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Dear VAANI Readers,  

 

Good every day Readers! Wish you happier days to come, on account of  the 
blessings showered on you, on celebrating Navratri, Dassera, Diwali, Id and 
many other festivals which might have slipped my sight and memory.  

This issue is special in the sense that we gave a new face to our column 
‘Family Park’. You may see the family picture on top of the column and may get instantly inspired 
to have yours one to be there. Yes! It is possible. The IITRAAA members may send their family 
photographs with a catchy theme and quality pictures. We will do the rest to fulfil your aspirations. 
So go ahead for a photo shoot session and send the best ones to VAANI to portray you.   

The resounding  success of Mangalyan has pushed  us at the top of the world. There were no 
bounds of ecstasy when we accomplished the mission in maiden attempt. Nothing could be de-
scribed in words. However I could not resist myself and dared to tell the story in this issue. 

As per our policy, we promote writing talents in our next generation. The effect could be seen in 
the article inserted in this issue, on visit to “Jim Corbett National Park” by one of our young girl of 
IITRAAA family.  

India became proud of its citizens when it bagged Peace Noble Prize 2014. This issue includes 
some glimpse on the subject.   

I request IITRAAA members, ex-members of IITRAAA and IITR Alumni any where in the world, 
to feed us news items and relevant events for enabling us to sustain VAANI spirit up and make it 
more vibrant. Best wishes for the days to come. Be every day rewarding and peaceful. Thanks for 
your response. 

 
Vijai Kumar 

Editor- VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA 
Vijai11946@yahoo.co.uk, mob no 09327008244 

EDITOR’S DESK 
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Dr Sharad Chandra 
S h a r m a ,  D i r e c t o r 
Materials and Metallurgy 
Group of VSSC  (ISRO) 
Trivandrum, has been 
a w a r d e d  t h e  
‘Distinguished IITR 
Alumni Award 2014’ in 
the field of Engineering 
Services. He did his BE (Metallurgy) from 
IITR in 1982. Subsequently he obtained MS 
from IISc Bangalore and PhD from University 
of Kerala.  

Dr Sharma is responsible for the development 
and realisation of special materials &  
processes  for Satellite Launch Vehicles being 
developed under ISRO’s Space programme.  
His work on the development of materials for 
cryogenic propulsion system assumes special 
significance since these materials are subjected 
to extreme temperature gradients under the 
application. He has more than 30 years of 
experience in the field. 

VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA (IIT Roorkee  
Alumni Association Ahmedabad) congratulates 
Dr Sharma for this honour conferred on him by 
IITR Roorkee.  

IITR-IITRAA NEWS (from the websites and news items) 

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 2014 
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Challenges are like trees seen from a running train,. As you approach them they grow bigger, 
once you cross them, they grow smaller 

Brahma Kumaris (TOI-Oct 29’2014) 

 

The fragrance of flower spreads in the direction of wind. But the goodness of a person spreads 
in all directions 

Chanakaya 

 

Nothing like royalty exists any more. If I believe in being ex-royalty, it can bring about my 
downfall. People have become more demanding. They are not interested in your past. .. I don't 
let it influence the way I function. 

Jaivardhan Singh, Congress, S/o Digvijay Singh-Congress spokes person (TOI) 

 

Talk of PPPs (public, private partnership) is getting so boring that anaesthetists are considering 
lecturing on PPPs to help patients slip into unconsciousness.  

Kaushik Basu, Chief Economist to World Bank, on Public-Private Partnership (TOI, Oct 28’2013) 

 

Success is having to worry about everything in the world except money 
Johnny Cash, singer-songwriter (RD Oct 2013) 

 

Insight comes more often than not, from looking at what’s been on the table all along. 
David McCulliiough, Author (RD Oct 2013) 

Never ignore the gut feeling but never believe that’s enough 

Robert Heller, Magician (RD Oct 2013) 
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PAN IIT NEWS (from the websites and news items) 

IIT Gandhinagar organized the first session of 
Industry Open 
House on 23rd 
A u g u s t ’ 2 0 1 4 
wherein PANIIT-
Gujarat members 
and entrepreneurs 
participated. The 
objective of the 
Open House was 
to provide industry participants exposure to IIT 
Gandhinagar’s expertise, infrastructure and 
capabilities. A number of parallel events and 
activities were conducted for the day in such a 
way that the participants could tailor-make their 
visit to fit their individual time schedules and 
expectations towards the following broad 
objectives:  

To make them aware about IIT Gandhinagar’s 
capabilities and infrastructure.  

To avail the opportunity and generate 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
projects.   

The open house 
was conducted by 
organising  poster 
and technical 
presentations, idea 
pitching sessions 
and visit to the 
I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
infrastructure. A 
well composed 
blend of faculty 

members and students  took the lead to put 
IITGn on the forefront of collaborative program 
with industries and other entrepreneurs. The 
institute also portrayed their work through 
product demonstration.     

 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2015 
GLOBAL IIT ALUMNI LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE   

Dates: Friday July 24, 2015, -  Sunday July 26th, 
2015.    

Venue:  Santa Clara Convention Center (SCCC), 
5001 Great America Parkway , Santa Clara , CA 
95054.    

  A couple of months ago IIT Women Alumni 

formed a Linkedin subgroup exclusively for IIT 
women alumni to provide a forum for not only 
networking discussions amongst the IIT women 
alumni, but also a platform for-a) mentoring/
support opportunities; b) proudly sharing the 
success stories of the IIT women alumni; (c) 
advertising/encouraging our IIT women to 
participate in high impact IIT Alumni related 
global events. At present IIT Women Alumni 
subgroup has 400+ members and is the fastest 
growing subgroup of IIT Alumni Linkedin 
group.  
If you are not the one amongst them yet, you 
may join the group at the following link and 
enjoy interacting with each other- http://
www.linkedin.com/groups/IIT-Women-Alumni
-6655081/about 

CBSE has launched a program to provide free 
training to girls in non-medical science stream 
for the IIT entrance. The program is aimed at 
reducing the massive gender gap in all of the 
premier engineering colleges in the country. 
Initially, the program will begin with 1000 girls 
selected on merit basis from the 11th and 12th 
grade from across the country. 50% of the 
selections will be from economically weaker  
classes and additionally, the overall selections 
will also be biased towards those coming from 
under-privileged  background. 

IIT GANDHINAGAR ORGANISED OPEN 
HOUSE  

Ramendra Kumar Sahoo, IITGN 

 

Inaugural address by the 
Director, IIT Gandhinagar 

 

 

GLOBAL CONFERENCE 

PAN IIT WOMEN ALUMNI GROUP ON 
LINKEDIN 

FREE CBSC IIT-COACHING FOR GIRLS 
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127-YEAR-OLD MEXICAN WOMAN WHO 
CLAIMS TO BE OLDEST EVER HUMAN (PTI) 

A Mexican woman named Leandra Becerra Lumbreras 
has become the oldest ever living human at the age of 
127. Her family said that the secrets of her long life 
were lots of sleep, keeping active, singing, eating 
sweets and chocolates. However  there must have been 
many more merits in her life unknown to us, for living  
so long. The former seamstress, from the Western Mexican City of Zapopan, has already buried 
her five children and several of her 20 grandchildren, the last one died in 2013 aged 90. She also 
has 73 great-grandchildren and 55 great-great-grandchildren. Grand daughter Miriam Alvear-43, 
told Mexico's El Horizonte newspaper “Leandra is deaf and suffers from cataract in the eyes, but 
she still entertains her family by telling stories. While young, she fought for the 1910-1917 
Mexican Revolution as a leader of the Adelitas (the women who accompany their husbands to the 
battle front).”  

ANIMAL EXTINCTION ON THE BOIL (www.care2.com) 

In just 500 years, 322 animal extinctions have taken place due to human cruelty. Two third of this 
took place in the last  century alone. One study showed that the human population has doubled in 
the last 35 years, and along with that increase, the number of invertebrate animals such as beetles, 
butterflies and worms has decreased by an alarming 45%. The most famous mass extinction in 
Earth’s History took place around 252 million years ago, wiping out 90% of marine life and 70% 
of terrestrial life, but history may be repeating by itself and this time the apocalypse is us. 

Utilizing every inch of land we can in cities, we exploit the habitats of our fellow animals and 
plants, forging unsustainable conditions for them to survive in. With the current extinction rate 
being estimated at 1,000 times faster than ever before, we are in the midst of the fastest extinction 
syndrome on record and the animals are paying the biggest price. As species start to disappear it is 
not just their presence that is lost, but also the loss of critical ecosystem functioning in which they 
play a central role. Ecologists, zoologists and other scientists all agree that urgent steps need to be 
taken if we are to stand a chance at protecting the precious lives we are left with. 

THE MODERN VILLAGE PUNSARI IN GUJARAT (www.narendramodi.in) 

Ever heard of a village with CCTV cameras, 24-hour Wi-Fi Internet and solar-powered 
lamps? Punsari village in Gujarat is providing its citizens much more than what even some 

THE EVENTS THAT ECHOED (from various websites) 
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urbanites can hope for. And all this is being done without any NRI funding or any special 
donations. Their formula for success is to make optimal use of the government funds and 
schemes. 

In a government primary school in the village, the students are under constant CCTV 
observation for any untoward activities. The children also know they are being watched. A 
reverse osmosis (RO) plant in the village provides clean drinking water at a nominal cost 
of Rs 4 for a 20-litre drinking water can. An independent bus service, a Wi-Fi tower 
providing 24-hour free Internet connectivity, water-proof public speakers and solar-
powered lamps have enhanced the Punsari Village identity in our country. This is not all, 
each villager is insured for an accidental cover of Rs 1 lakh and a mediclaim cover of Rs 
25,000, making the people here, smile all the time.  

Sarpanch Himanshu Patel says, “The main intention was that we should have an 
atmosphere of a village, but facilities like those in the city. The Government talks of urban
-rural connect now, but we already have it in place.” Punsari’s turnaround happened when 
the village sold part of its land for plotted schemes. The money, deposited in government 
coffers, was used to fund the welfare schemes in the village. The village has managed its 
funds so efficiently and effectively that it could reap maximum benefit from the 
Government schemes in place. It has also developed its own website 
www.punsarigrampanchayat.in to connect itself with the nation and world. The Central 
and State Governments have recognised the merit of the governance of the village and 
awarded it for  its achievements.   

Encouraged by this success, PM Narendra Modi has launched an ambitious village development 
project under which each MP will adopt three villages and ensure their development. Under the 
programme called the "Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana", each MP will take the responsibility of 
developing physical and institutional infrastructure in three villages by 2019. Calling it a scheme 
that would open the door for good politics, the Prime Minister invited all MPs to select a village to 
develop on a demand-driven, rather than a supply-driven, model, with people's participation. No 
Gov funding has been earmarked for this initiative. 

This is a brilliant and unique initiative taken by the Central Government. Even a partial success 
should be treated as the reason to kick  further impetus. The scheme has great potential to trigger 
continuous  change leading to change in the perspective of politicians and the society as a whole. 
The villages earmarked in the scheme will be qualifying model and when replicated in all villages 
of India subsequently, it will bring big change, leading to Kayakalp of India. VAANI-The Voice 
of IITRAAA hails the initiative at the instance of PM of India and wish the MPs cooperate and 
make the mission a resounding success.   

COBRA'S SEVERED HEAD BITES, KILLS CHEF (WWW.usatoday.com on aug 26’2014) 

Chef Peng Fan, of Guangdong Province in China, cut off the head of a spitting cobra as he 
prepared to dice its body for a soup. But 20 minutes later, as Peng was tossing the head in the 
trash, the head was still live. That's when the venomous creature bit the chef, who died before anti-
venom drug could be administered. The bite resulted in paralysis and asphyxiation.  

"It is perfectly possible that the head remained alive and bit Peng's hand," said an expert, adding 
that reptiles can usually function for up to an hour, even after being beheaded. "By the time a 
snake loses its head, it's effectively dead as basic body functions have ceased, but there is still 
some reflexive action in the head. It means snakes have the capability of biting and injecting 
venom even after the head is chopped off.” 

7 
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AN INDIAN SHARES THE NOBLE PEACE  PRIZE ALONGWITH A PAKISTANI 

NATIONAL (Headlinestoday, oct 10’2014) 
 

 

This year the noble peace prize for 2014 has 
been shared by an Indian Child Right’s activist 
Kailash Satyarthi and Pakistan's Malala 
Yousafzai.  

Satyarthi, 60, runs Bachpan Bachao Andolan 
(BBA). This organisation is dedicated to child’s 
right and has freed 80,000 children from various 
forms of servitude and helped in their 
reintegration, rehabilitation and education. 

Malala, 17, lived and studied in Pakistan. Since 
she promoted the girl child’s education she was 
shot in the head by Talibans in 2012. However she survived and became a symbol of triumph 
over adversity. The famous advocate for girl’s education continues fighting for the rights of girls 
to go to school. She is the youngest to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The two South Asian activists beat Pope Francis and American whistleblower Edward Snowden 
who were being pitted as favourites to win the coveted honour. The announcement was made in 
Oslo by the Chairman of the Norwegian Nobel Committee. The winners were selected from a list 
of 278 nominees, the highest number of candidates ever. The list included 47 organizations, the 
Nobel Committee said. The previous record was 259 in 2013. 

Kailash Satyarthi was born on January 11’1954, and lives in New Delhi. He  has been active in 
the movement against child labour since the 1990. Satyarthi has argued that child labour 
perpetuates poverty, unemployment, illiteracy and population growth. He has been involved with 
the Global March Against Child Labour and its international advocacy body. He is also 
associated with the International Centre on Child Labour and Education (ICCLE) - a global 
coalition of NGOs, teachers and trades unionists, and also the Global Campaign for Education. 
Satyarthi is also credited with establishing ‘Good Weave’ as the first voluntary labelling, 
monitoring and certification system of rugs manufactured without the use of child-labour in 
South Asia. He has helped enactment and adoption of national and international legislations, 
treaties and conventions as well as the constitutional amendment on child labour and education. 
By qualification Sathyarti is an engineer from Vidisha, MP. 

The critics and attackers of Malala Yousafzai might have been stunned knowing that she got the 
world’s highest award ‘Noble Prize for Peace’. As per the news percolating in news papers 
Talibans were not happy with her getting the award though the Pakistan National Leaders, many 
others in Pakistan and  other world countries have applauded her achievements. She has become 
now a worldwide symbol for the fight against oppression on women and the right to education. 

VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA  salutes them for their efforts to enlighten the world with the 
importance of education of children, the face of our future generation.  
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September’24 in the year of 2014, will be 
written in Golden Letters in the history of 
India in the field of Space Science & 
Technology. On this day, India became 
the first country in the world, succeeding 
in maiden attempt, to firmly place its 
space craft ‘Managalyan’ into Mars orbit. 
There are four types of Mars Missions 
attempted world over, prominently by 
three countries ie USSR/Russia, USA and 
France (ESA). These missions are Fly-by, 
Orbiter, Lander and Rover. India chose 
Orbiter Mission popularly known as 
MARS ORBITER MISSION (MOM) to 
begin with. The combined success rate as 
of now, of all these three countries for 
Mars Orbiter Mission is 50% (as per 
Wikipedia) and non of them succeeded in first attempt. This speaks aloud, undoubtedly, the 
competence and meticulous planning by Indian Engineers and Scientists.   

The spacecraft was launched onboard the Indian Rocket PSLV, from India’s Space Port 
Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh on Nov 5’2013. The rocket after doing its job, separated from the 
Mangalyan and placed it in an elliptical orbit around the earth with the minimum altitude of 250 
Km (perigee) and maximum altitude of 23,500 Km (apogee). The total journey was divided into 
three phases. In first phase the Mangalyan, orbited the earth for 25 days. During this period the 
apogee altitude was raised from 23,500 Km to about 2,00,000 Km, perigee remaining the same. At 
this stage, any further increase of the velocity at perigee would enable the Mangalyan to overcome 
the earth’s gravity, leave the earth orbit and move on to the designed heliocentric path (a curved 
path) targeted towards Mars. This was done on  Dec1’2013 as part of second phase of mission. 
The Mangalyan continued in this trajectory for 
next 300 days. In the third phase it was injected 
into the MARS orbit, an elliptical orbit with 
420 Km of perigee and 80,000 km apogee, on 
Sept 24’2014. The change over operations from 
one phase to another were the most crucial 
operations as any disturbance or error at these 
stages would have resulted in loosing the 
Mangalyan in deep space.  

The MOM cost India $ 74 million. Indian Prime 
Minister Modi hailed this feet exemplary and 
stated “even the cost of Hollywood Movie 
‘Gravity’ was $ 100 million”. He also said 
jokingly that even the cost of travelling by an 
auto in India is Rs 10/Km as against the cost of 
Rs 7/Km incurred on Mangalyan.   
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TRYST WITH MARS (By Vijai Kumar, Retd ISRO Engr) 

 

Fist Image of MARS surface taken by Mangalyan. 

 

THE ROUTE MAP  
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The technological challenges involved were many. Use of orbital mechanics & simulations for 
minimum fuel utilisation, reliability based on zero defect approach, incorporating fault tolerance 
techniques, autonomous intelligence onboard to assess the accuracy of its path & correcting it on 
board and deep space data receiving network are few of them. Hence one can say proudly that the 
success was designed into by our genius Indian Scientists and Engineers..   

The Mangalyan itself consists of five type of instruments onboard to make observations related to 
Mars. Whereas MARS Colour Camera gives the surface features, the Thermal Infrared Imaging 
Spectrometer gives information characterised by thermal radiations. Methane sensor gives 
information on the presence of methane, an indicator of some bio activity. There are two instruments 
for scientific studies related to Mars. MOM has thus opened the flood gates for India for planetary 
missions in future.  

It is a proud moment for IITR alumni and their Alma Mater, as they too have made important 
contributions to the mission. VAANI-The Voice of IITRAAA, congratulates them all and lauds their 
participation in this mission of national as well as international importance. About 30 IITR Engineers 
& Scientists work in ISRO. They all have contributed for the mission directly or indirectly. You 
might like to have a glimpse through in the Jan’ 2014 issue of VAANI , to know them.     

VISION SARABHAI  

 

If we are to play a meaningful role nationally, and in the 
community of nations, we must be second to none in the 
application of advanced technologies to the real problems of man's 
society.  

Our national goals involve leap-frogging from a state of economic 
backwardness and social disabilities attempting to achieve in a few 
decades, a change which has incidentally taken centuries in other 
countries and in other lands. This involves being innovative at all levels.  

We look down on our scientists if they engage in outside consultation. We implicitly promote 
the ivory tower.  

We would have near disaster if we have a judge who is an ‘innovator’ instead of ‘preserver’. On 
the other hand, an educational or a scientific administrator would be sterile and ineffective if he 
is a ‘preserver’ rather than an ‘innovator’.  

For relating science to the real problems of society and for the application of results, a 
cooperative research association involving industry as partner has 
many advantages over laboratories which are governmental or 
quasi-governmental in character 

We can’t have 20th century atomic energy or space research with 
19th century industry or antiquated systems of management and 
organisation 

In research laboratories and in other development tasks, it seems 
important that the Chief Executive, besides being involved in 
policy making and administration, maintains direct contact with 
his professional role.  
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Curiosity is the mother of 
inventions  
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GENEXT 
This column has been introduced a new  from this issue onwards. The purpose is to promote talents inherent in 

our next generation of the IITRAAA member’s family.  

Little did I know during my examination that 
this time, in vacations, we were going to visit 
one of the paradise spots ‘Jim Corbett National 
Park’ which would occupy a great  wonderful 
memories in my mind. Corbett is the India’s 
first National Park which was established in 
1936 and renamed several times from Hailey 
National Park to Ramnagar National Park to 
finally Jim Corbett National Park or Tiger 
Reserve in 1972. 240 Km from Delhi and 70 
Km from Nainital it is a huge ecosystem with 

flora and fauna 
residing in Sub-
Himalayan belts, 
well connected 
by road and 
railway. 

Our journey 
started from 
Nainital and took 

three hours. It was a journey from high altitude 
to low altitude and was rather hot during day 
time. Even though booked online, we had to 
complete the formalities for entry to the place. 
The park authorities were very friendly and co-
operative. We refreshed ourselves by drinking 
the mouthwatering ‘Shikanji’ (a sort of 
lemonade). Meanwhile … we saw one open 
Gypsy used for Tiger sighting inside forest; 
we were dying to ride those vehicles wearing 
cowboy hats...After lunch the most enjoyable 
journey started. Yeah! It was an open Gypsy. 

We entered through ‘Dhangadi gate’ which had 
an informative museum at the entrance. It 
enriched our knowledge about history of the 
park, persona of Jim Corbett and my most 
loved Birds! After seeking information the 
most remembered and fabulous drive started. 

The four hour drive in jungle in an open jeep 
was unforgettable. We were standing at the 
back seat, imagining ourselves as the ones 
working in some ‘Discovery’ sort of show with 
papa as the camera man and we as the  
reporters. At times we exchanged our roles. We 
stopped at places where we spotted some birds 
and discussed the name of the flying creatures. 
We were amazed to see Maheshji’s (our driver) 
knowledge about wildlife, birds and their 
behavior. He gave us much needed inputs time 
to time.  We loved the breeze blowing past  our 
faces during the drive. At a location we found 
the Dollar Bird, Paradise Flycatcher, Indian 

Pitta, Tailor Bird, Rufous Treepie, Kalij 
Pheasant, Blossom Headed Parakeet and 
many more. On the way to Dhikala we could 
capture sight of many of them but the most 
beautiful and rarest Paradise Flycatchers 
doused our efforts several times. 

We reached to our lodge at‘Dhikala’ which is 

situated on the bank of river “Ramganga” and 

near the “Savanna” grasslands. I studied term 

“Savanna” a number of times in geography text 

books but found it difficult to comprehend until 

and unless I saw the real Savanna grassland 

which is one to four feet in height with low 

density of trees. The Savanas of tropics are 

A SPLENDID TRIP TO JIM CORBETT 

NATIONAL PARK- A TIGER COUNTRY 
BY ANVESHA SINGH 

 

 

Budding wildlife enthusiast  

The three adventurers…  
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equivalent to grasslands found in temperate 

climate like  “Prairies” and “Pampas”. The co-

existence of the forests and grasslands make an 

ideal habitat for 

tigers. Normally, 

tigers stay in forest 

hide-outs but go 

for hunting during 

the early and late 

hours of the day in 

grasslands where 

there is abundance 

of herbivorous/ 

prey animals like deers, …. We as  visitors look 

for these passage of tiger to and fro between 

forest hide-outs and grassland. The chances of 

tiger sighting are brighter in summer.  

Though, it was late we decided to stay back to 

try our luck for tiger sighting, as only thirty-

five minutes were left for the day. We went to 

the place, waited long and finally succeeded to 

hear the roar of the India’s National Animal 

coming from the bushes. The roaring tiger 

came running, jumped through the lane and 

disappeared in seconds into the bushes. We 

could not believe our eyes for watching the 

Tiger so close 

in the wild. It 

was simply an 

astounding 

moment. We 

could not 

capture it on 

camera 

because it was 

too difficult, 

but later realized that it is not possible to 

capture every aspect of nature and some should 

be left to the memory to be relished. We headed 

towards our rooms discussing each and every 

pose of the tiger. Reaching inside the premises 

of Dhikala, we were shown a movie about 

Corbett. After that we had our dinner in the 

canteen run by KMVN and went to sleep with 

mosquito repellents pasted all over the body. 

On the next day we woke up early in the 

morning to sight for the Corbett’s kings. We 

were roaming for just one glimpse of tiger. We 

drove to different spots including some water 

reservoirs, ponds and their hunting places 

where the tigers were most often spotted. We 

came to know, even in wild, there are  some 

rules- normally one fauna does not interfere in 

others’ territory, even wild dogs keep 

themselves away from tigers and vice versa. 

The presence of tiger is also marked by 

behavior/calls of 

other animals. We 

kept waiting; 

carefully listening 

to the calls of 

different animals 

to analyze if the 

tiger was near! 

Once we missed 

watching the beautiful tigress with her two cubs 

since we lost our patience to wait. Though 

disappointing, it taught us to have patience 

while on adventure. We again returned to 

Dhikala and then broke our fasts by eating the 

all-time favorite Maggie. After getting fresh we 

again started our safari. This time we had no 

luck to see the tiger even after long wait. But 

we didn’t return empty handed. We saw a huge 

herd of magnificent Sambars and Deers.  

We had our lunch and returned to our rooms to 

rest. By 5 PM we were refreshed and ready 

again for 

adventurous 

journey once 

again. One does 

not get 

fortunate every 

time. This time 

we came across 

12 

 

Astounding Jackal on the 
forest road…..  

 

splendid setting of sun from 
grassland  

 

Alert barking deer in bushes  

 

Baby elephant – in safe custody  
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a huge  herd of elephants on  a photogenic spot 

just in front of the brimming brook. There were 

huge tuskers and small infant elephants 

roaming around. It was similar to what we see 

in various TV shows. After capturing them on 

our retina we returned back to our place of stay.  

It was almost evening when we returned. We 
gathered on the bank of Ramganga River. It 
was pleasure to watch such beautiful scenery 
with light refreshments. I then engaged myself 
in the library till I was called for dinner. We 
planned for the next day and went for a sound 
and deep sleep in our rooms. 

The following day was the last day of our trip. 
To tell you the truth, there was no mobile or 
internet network, so we didn’t have our mobiles 
working and had plenty of time for library. 
After breakfast we went to the forest. We 
waited, but in vain. So we moved ahead and 
went to ‘Machan’, a watch tower. As soon as 
we climbed the stairs we recognized many 
birds. We saw an eagle rotate its neck to 180 
degrees, the beautiful paradise flycatchers and 
blossom headed parakeets. Later we returned to 
Dhikala. 

After having lunch we packed our luggage and 
said a cute but sad ‘Bye’ to that place and left 
for Dhangadi Gate. It was again three hours’ 
drive venturing in deep dense forest. We 
stopped at some places and clicked many 
photos of creatures that are endangered species 
due to human greed.  

After reaching the gate we headed towards 
Ranikhet for our hotel ‘Sterling Riverside 
Treetop’ and rested. We enjoyed at the 
swimming pool and recalled our experiences. 

There were enchanting moments which have 
booked a plot in my memory  

What I learnt from the Corbett visit is to have 
patience while adventuring in forest and respect 
the flora and fauna. Tiger is just one of the 
million charms of the jungle. Avoid being an 
impatient traveler expecting to see all the 
wildlife in one jeep safari and refusing  to stand 
at a  place for more than 10 minutes. Let me 
assure you if you do any of these things you are 
bound to return empty handed. 

Unfortunately, the Tiger population in our 
country is dwindling fast due to wanton 
slaughter and butchery to wildlife and 
their habitat. I would say that we humans 
are no match to the real owners of that 
place. Respect the jungle and it will 
reward you with beautiful memories for a 
lifetime. At last, I would request you to do 
whatever little you can  to save tiger-  
“Generate awareness among people, 
support/contribute to save wildlife 
campaigns or  even wear a “Save the 
Tiger” T-shirt!”Together we can and we 
will make the difference.   
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Female bird inspecting nest  Eagle in a beautiful posture Black Francolin  

Anvesha Singh (14 
years), daughter of 
Arun Singh & Kiran 
Singh, is a class IX 
student of DPS, 
Gandhinagar. Her 
hobbies include playing 
basketball, dancing, photography, bird-watching, 
visiting places of interest etc. 
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फ्राइड इडली 
 
सामग्री 
इडली-10 (चार भागो मे काट 
ले) 
1 बड़ा याज़ 
1 टमाटर 
प तागोबी - 100 ग्राम 
सोया सॉस - 1 टेबल पून 
िचली सॉस - 1 टेबल पून 
िसरका  - 1 टी पून 
चीनी- 1/2 टी पून 
नमक- वादानुसार 
राई- 1/2 टे पून  
तेल - 1 टेबल पून 
ितल- 1 टी पून 
कढ़ी प ता 

 
 
 
िविध 
कड़ाई मे तेल डालकर गमर् करे,उसमे राई िमला ले 
िफर बारीक कटे( लाइस) याज़ िमला ले 2 िमिनट 
तक पकाए अब ितल और टमाटर िमलाकर 1 
िमिनट तक टॉस करे, उसके बाद नमक और 
प तागोबी िमलकर 2 िमिनट तक टॉस करे.िफर 
सोया सॉस,िचली सॉस और िसरका िमला ले,उसके 
बाद ईडली और चीनी िमलाकर टॉस करे और 3-4 
िमिनट तक धीमी आँच पर पकये.गमार्गरम फ्राइड 
इडली हरी चटनी के साथ परोसे. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY PARK 
 
 

Rashmi w/o 
Himanshu Tushiar 
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The family uses people, not for what they are, nor for what they are intended to be, but for 
what it wants them for— its own uses. It thinks of them not as what God has made them, but 
as the something which it has arranged that they shall be. 

Florence Nightingale, Cassandra 

 

To put the world right in order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the nation in 
order, we must first put the family in order; to put the family in order, we must first cultivate 
our personal life; we must first set our hearts right. 

 Confucius  
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FINANCE & LAW 
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BAN ON ANIMAL TESTED COSMETICS 
(taken from PETA-India News email) 

 

The People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) is an International 
Organisation fighting for the cause of 
preventing cruelty on animals. Its Indian 
Branch PETA-India CEO Mr Poorva Joshipura   
has informed that now the animal tested 
cosmetics sold in India are banned. The CEO 
made a statement in this respect as follows: 

We are delighted to share that after intensive 
efforts by PETA India, former Union Minister 
Maneka Gandhi and others, the Indian Ministry 
of Health & Family Welfare has made an 
announcement that will save millions of 

animals from being blinded, poisoned and 
killed in cruel and useless tests for products 
sold to India's billion-plus population. In a 
move that will bring cheers from around the 
world, the Ministry has now officially banned 
animal-tested cosmetics from being 

imported into India via a notification in The 
Gazette of India. The decision will be 
implemented in November’2014. 

The new rule states, "135-B Import of 
cosmetics tested on animals prohibited. No 
cosmetic that has been tested on animals after 
the commencement of the Drugs and Cosmetics 
(Fifth Amendment) Rules, 2014 shall be 
imported into the country". The move brings 
India up to speed with Israel and European 
Union Nations, which have already banned the 
sale and marketing of animal-tested cosmetics. 
Earlier this year, the testing of cosmetics on 
animals was banned in India following efforts 
by PETA India and others.  

Pamela Anderson, Esha Gupta, Sonakshi Sinha, 
Evelyn Sharma, Anoushka Shankar, Poorna 
Jagannathan, Priya Anand, Neha Dhupia, 
Raveena Tandon-Thadani, Jacqueline 
Fernandez, Dia Mirza, R Madhavan, Rahul 
Khanna, Sunny Leone, Pooja Bhatt, Lara 
Dutta, Trisha Krishnan, Dino Morea, Esha Deol
-Takhtani, Tamannaah Bhatia, Ritwik 
Bhattacharya, Pia Trivedi and other stars as 
well as numerous MPs previously petitioned 
the Ministry to end the import of cosmetics 
tested on animals after learning about the issue 
from PETA India. You can help PETA India 
achieve more victories like this one. Donate to 
PETA India to help animals today. 

Thank you for all that you do for animals. 

Very truly yours, 

Poorva Joshipura, CEO- PETA India 

LAW 

 
 
If you want to test cosmetics, why do it on some poor animal who hasn't done anything? They 
should use prisoners who have been convicted of murder or rape instead. So, rather than seeing if 
perfume irritates a bunny rabbit's eyes, they should throw it in Charles Manson's eyes and ask him if 
it hurts. 

 Ellen DeGeneres, 
 

I made the choice to be vegan because I will not eat (or wear, or use) anything that could have an 
emotional response to its death or captivity. I can well imagine what that must feel like for our non-
human friends - the fear, the terror, the pain - and I will not cause such suffering to a fellow living 
being. 

Rai Aren  
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S A V I N G 
D E D U C T I O N 
ENHANCEMENT- 
S U B T L E 
ASPECTS:  

NEW NSC; Now 
they are offering PLI  
(Postal Life Insurance 
at relatively low rate ) 
as a “Bonus”  along with New NSC (National 
Saving Certificate) even if you are not a govt. 
employee/retiree. NSCs were and are always 
80C eligible. So now you enjoy 3 types of 
deductions under 80C with NSCs 

1.The principal deposited (one-time) 

2.The first 5 years’ accrued/notional interest 
gathered within NSC–treated as ‘re-
investment’ 

3.The  PLI premium you pay in the 1st and 
subsequent ‘n-1’ years (probably you may 
choose this ‘n’)! Of these, Item (2) is not 
quite to be paid, it is just counted! But 
beware! All 6 year’s accrued interests must be 
considered as Income from Other Sources 
(IOS) in those 6 succeeding years.  

NEW PENSION SYSTEM (NPS-1); There is 
just no ‘scary’ change, only a minor restriction: 
80CCD(1) limited to 1 lakh with the 80CCE 
enhancement to 1.5 Lakhs, restricting the sum 
of 80C, 80CCC & 80CCD(1) altogether to 1.5 
Lakhs only for the employee’s contribution of 
10%. I hope you know that 80 CCD(2), 
Employer Part, is separately and fully Tax Free
-no limits.  

Thus to avail the extra Rs 50,000 deduction, 
you should go for any 80-C avenue – I suggest 
pure  ‘Term Life’ Insurance as Optimal. Why? 
If you live beyond 60, but not much beyond 
that, family would suffer: there is no Family 
Pension. Life Insurance will have to play that 
role; Term Life has the lowest premium and 
zero tax on death of insured, as family receives 
the Sum Assured + Bonus accumulated: Sec. 

10 (10D). Let me discuss some micro-level 
details now. It seems the cost of Term Plan 
varies greatly – I am puzzled, why. LIC Offline  
is Annually Rs.12000 for Rs 50 Lakh sum 
assured (30 yr. Non Smoking Male) but 9000 
for LIC Online, 4500 for Max & Religare 
online! It is said that LIC has the highest CSR 
(Claim Settlement Ratio), 98%. Never hide 
medical, smoking, drinking habits in the 
proposal.  

NATIONAL PENSION SYSTEM (NPS-2)
Rules and advice are similar (for employees) to 
those for New  Pension System. An additional 
bonus exists in the form of Employer 
‘Company’ claiming their (10%) matching 
contribution as ‘Business Expenses’, implying 
that the Corporate Tax Saved could be 
substantial which, this employee can get, 
whereas for Govt. Employee there is no such 
Bonus! Coming to Voluntary Members of 
National Pension System, these had never any 
‘Employers Contribution’, so for them 80CCD
(2) never existed – so the situation is ‘neutral’, 
just the rise from 1 Lakh to 1.5 Lakhs as for 
others but with similar restrictions and advice 
(Insurance).  

REMARKS ON KVP’s; KVP’s are not 
eligible for 80C. Please do not call yourself a 
Kissan (Farmer) just to buy (Revived) Kissan  
Vikas Patras!. You  can, but you’ll be tired of 
paying  income tax on accrued interests 
(without getting them)! Leave KVP to 
Unbanked/Rural Folk (50000 Cash)! 

HOUSE SALE IMPLICATIONS; The Long 
Term Capital Gain (if residential property sold 
any time after 3 years’ of purchase) as you 
know is computed as “50-C/Stamp duty value 
minus Advocate/Broker fees Minus, deemed 
costs of purchase and renovations”, each being 
the original  cost (For Pre- 1981 cases e.g. 
ancestral, it is the estimated market-value on 1-
4-1981) multiplied by CII (Cost Inflation 
Index) of the year of sale/advance- money 
received (For FY 2014-15, IT IS 1024) divided 
by the CII for the FY of the corresponding 
expenditure (e.g. For FY 1981-82, it is 100, For 

FINANCE 

 

DR PRANAV DESAI, A 
RTD ISRO SCIENTIST 

CONTACT: 
+917926753289 

16 



VAANI, The Voice Of IITRAAA, OCT’2014 

 

FY 2005-06, it is 500, etc. – Website or Book 
has full Table). It may be noted that CPI(U) 
replaces CPI (UNME) shortly. Now as you may 
further know, this LTCG is subject to 20% 
income tax (leaving out of LTCG, amount by 
which your net normal incomes fall short of 
your threshold - if such is the situation). 
However, you do have two escape routes 
(combine both or any) to invest the Gain, to 
avoid/reduce this I-T 

1.Buy or Build another house within (1 to 2 
years)/3 years (straight or via Banks’ Capital 
Gain Account Scheme –CGAS: place by 30-6
-2015 for further specific  use) 

2.Subscribe to REC/NHAI/Both Cos’. Specific 
“ 3-year-duration 54-EC BONDS” within 6 
months/ by 30-6-15(safer); total such Bonds 
per person is restricted to Rs. 50 Lakhs. The 
54 EC Bonds give low, taxable interest.  In 
(1) above, when you build, the cost of new 
house  covers also, cost of plot to start with. 
Further, no-where in Sec.54 (&54F) does it 
say that to avail, you should not possess other 
house(s). There is also no rule against selling 
self-occupied house, and avail 54EC/54. The 
only thing to remember is that the new house 
should not be sold for 3 years (at least) after 
acquisition. If you do sell (<3y), then pay 
heavy STCG (full-rate, may be 30%) tax in 
that year of sale – not only on the profit on the 
new house, but also on the old LTCG 
exempted by Sec.54 earlier! 

Actually , in this Section(2), so far I have not 
said anything new! What is now added are 3 
smallish ‘Shocks’: When you say you are 

acquiring a new house, it has to be in India and 
Singular, not plural (like 2 adjoining flats, say) 
and the 50 Lakhs ceiling on 54-EC bonds is 
absolute per person and not ‘per FY’ – so if you 
sell in Feb., you cannot buy 50L in March & 
another 50L in April!. A situation where you 
take advance against house sale,  and the sale 
does not materialize, is taken to give you free 
gift of the advance (by buyer), 30% tax (if you 
forfeit it). 

Before you finalise the deed (of ‘conveyance’) 
or ‘ agreement to convey/sell’, you and buyer 
(or common advocate) have to request the Sub 
Registrar of Properties (as per the location of 
house), to advise you in writing, the stamp 
value of the   property ( generally super- built 
area X Per Sq. ft – as per specific street!). If the 
deed/agreement does not match this value, the 
difference is a fully (usually 30%) taxable ‘gift’ 
to buyer/seller. If understate deed vs. stamp-
buyer got gift. If overstate deed vs. stamp-
value, seller 
got gift!(rare 
case). This 
rule already 
exists. There 
is also change 
in Stamp 
Duty for 
Buyer. 

REMINDER TO PENSIONERS 

It is reminded to Government Pensioners that 
they have to submit the life certificate to their 
Banks before Nov 20. 
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Money can’t buy friends, but you can get a better class of enemy 

Spike Milligan 
Money has never made man happy, nor will it, there is nothing in its nature to produce happiness. 
The more of it one has the more one wants 

Benjamin Franklin 
 Not he who has much is rich, but he who gives much 

Erich Fromm  
Never stand begging for that which you have the power to earn 

Miguel de Cervantes 

 
(Taken from Forbes India Magazine through web search) 
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READER’S REFLECTIONS 

 

Many thanks. Very informative and well brought out.  

Dr Harsh Gupta, Distinguished IITR Alumni 

I have always been reading VAANI with great interest and wonder about your capacities to 
produce this newsletter with such regularity and the contents therein.  

Ashok Kumar 1963 batch 

The issue was very nice  
Anup Chandra , IITRAAA member 

A good effort to keep the of Roorkee campus swinging through Vaani. Very appreciative 
aspect is as your team is able to keep this instep with passage of time 

Dr Bhupender Singh, Faculty IITR 

An excellent work of compilation. Congratulations. Ahemdabad chapter is really doing 
very well. 

DR Vijay Kumar, VP -IITRAA Roorkee 

Much better get up. Appreciate efforts put  by you and your team. 

RK Tyagi, Ex IITRAAA member 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Thank you very much the readers, for reading through patiently and appreciating the 
efforts by us to keep VAANI vibrant. 

Vijai Kumar-Editor-VAANI - The Voice of IITRAAA 

 
 

 

 

NHRC   National Human Rights Commission 

FICCI   Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce  

               and Industry 

FDCA    Food and Drug Control Administration 

NCRB    National Crime Record Bureau 

ACHR   Asian Centre for Human Rights 

SFIO      Serious Fraud Investigation  Office  

ISIS        Islamic Society of Iraq and Syria 

CSAT    Civil Services Aptitude Test 

SHO       Station House Officer (at police stations) 

IIMM     Indian Institute of Materials Management 

WDC      Women Development Cell 

SG      Solicitor General 

JJA      Juvenile Justice Act 

 

 

 

 

 

ICAR      Indian Council for Agriculture Research 

IOA      Indian Olympic Association 

CBFC      Central Board of Film Certification 

NCST      National Council of Science & Technology 

ODI    One Day International Cricket 

WWR    War Wastage Reserve (UNO)  

PLA    People’s Liberation Army (China) 

CNSA    China National Space Administration 

NJAC    National Judicial Appointment Commission 

IRNSS   Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System 

               (Space Applications) 

NASSCOM  National Association of Software and  

                       Services Companies  

ANSWER OF THE ACRONYMS GIVEN ON PAGE 2 


